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REPORT OF THE CIVIL ARAONAUTICS BOARD
o on the
Tnvestigaticn of en Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Local Instrucuion Flight

‘Burt Clemons Sloa ‘te, Jr., was fat¢llv injurcgd and Derrl Luens Tood
escaped injury in an accident which occurrcd about 2 miles nertheast of

Mead rleid Spokane, Maghington, at approximately 3:15 pum. on lisl Ale 340,
Sloaie, CAA Var Training Service flight supervisor, hsld a commoreizl

pilot certlplc te with single-cngine lupd 0-330 h.p., and flight ZIngiruc—
tor ratings. He had accumulated ¢ DDTOKlmdtel" 1338 hours of fligh< timg,

3 hours of wvhich viers in . tho type o; cireraft involved. Thod held a

student pilot certificote and was in Stage A of the sa2econdary coursce of the
War Training Service. The aireraft, a Pairchild H-62R, 1IC 37165, pewsred

by & Tarner Super Scarab 165 h.p. engine snd ownsd by Limmeriy Alr Trenspori,
Lewiston, idaho, vas destroyed by inpact and fire,

Flight Supervisor- Sloatu,-occupying the rear cockpit, and Studeni Woed,
the front, tock off on & routine chueck 11lignt from Folts Fizld, Spokane,
Veshington, at atout 2:25 p.m. Theyr procoedad o Pead Fleld \5 niles “o_th-
west of Felts Field) where two lendings woers mavde, Blg_vme then dirscetsd
the student to 2 locality sbout 2 milss northeast of idoad Fizld for iow
altitude mancuvers, such as 8!'s, S tu‘ns and T‘Ctyﬁgl courzse Tizying,
after which they proceaded to an altitude of sbout 3500 fuetb - uers acrchatic
mancuvers completed the studentts f1ight check. Slozte thon took ovur the
gcontrols and performed scveral acrobstic mancuvers. Lccording to Studsnt
Yood and the one other known vitness, & student pilet flying in the vieinity,
Sloate exccutsd a slow helf roll at an altitude of abour 2000 fecot and con-
tinued for = fouwr steonds in inverted f1ight. During this inviried light
Tood noticed smoke and fire coming into the front coclpit from the engine
compartment forwsrd of the fire wall, and immediately informed Sloste,
through the Gosport systenm, that the airplane was cn fire. Sleate “¢ﬂrnt
roll ed the aircraeft back to nermsl Ilying poblulcn whils Yood appiied th
fire extinguisher. The fire increased rapidly and when the airplans had ,
reached an altiiude of abcut 1500 feeu, Siudent Vood called Slcate'ls attention’
to flames burning the fawric on the ripht side of the fuselage as ne got out
onn the left wing to jump. He stalted he callied 1o Sloate and Askﬂd if he
were coming =long, bub that Sloate did not reply., Wood then Jumped [rom ihe
burning plane and parachuted to safaoty. Accordins tc Veod, 51 Odtu seemed

calm and cellected and was apparently busily engaged in 11"1n the airplane
1o an emergency landing. During the plane's descent it was scen to nake

several 45° turns to the right znd left until it reached zan altit
about 200 feet above the pround, when it headed directly soutine
wind and crashed to the greund in a rather steep plide.

Investigation revealed thet the carburetor on this aircrait had becn
"loading up" for some tine previous to the aceldent and thet on lay 1€, 2
new carburetor had been installed. On Mary 19 a one-~hour test Ilight wes
completed and the trouvle was considered te have been remcdisd satisfactorily.
The plane was then returnsd to service and was Ilown two hours prior o the
accident, Just before the subject take—olf the aircrait wes Tusled o

capacity (45 gallons).
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On the ev‘en:l.ng before the accident, Sloate, in conversation with a
WIS flight instructor, stated that he veras curious to lknow if he could
keep a Viarner engine running during inverted flight by use of the wobble
fuel pump, and it is possitle he may have becn so cxpoerimenting when the
fire broke out. Student 'ood stated he did not know whether or not uht’..
pitot used the wobble pump. - The engine, fuel plumbing, webble pump,
carburctor, cte., were so badly damapged by impact and fire that L,ulc or.
no informetion could be gaincd from an exar:mdtlon of the vreckaps, 8Sloate
was regarded by studentes, instructors and iellou CAA personnel as otcad;r and -
reliable and an unusually skillful pilot.

The probablc causc of the accident vias fire Uhl"‘h originated in tho
engine compartrent durirz thu slow half-roll and inverted f£1ight,
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